
BREEAM provides clients, developers, designers and others with 

 market recognition for low environmental impact buildings 

 assurance that best environmental practice is incorporated into a building 

 inspiration to find innovative solutions that minimise the environmental impact 

 a benchmark that is higher than regulation 

 a tool to help reduce running costs, improve working and living environments 

 a standard that demonstrates progress towards corporate and organisational 

environmental objectives 

 

It: 

 uses a straightforward scoring system that is transparent, easy to understand and 

supported by evidence-based research 

 has a positive influence on the design, construction and management of buildings 

 sets and maintains a robust technical standard with rigorous quality assurance and 

certification 

 

How is BREEAM used?  

Clients, planners development agencies, funders and developers use BREEAM to specify 

the sustainability performance of their buildings in a way that is quick, comprehensive, 

highly visible in the marketplace and provides a level playing field.  

Property agents use it to promote the environmental credentials and benefits of a building to 

potential purchasers and tenants. 

Design teams use it as a tool to improve the performance of their buildings and their own 

experience and knowledge of environmental aspects of sustainability. 

Managers use it to reduce running costs, measure and improve the performance of buildings, 

empower staff, develop action plans and monitor and report performance at both the single 

building and portfolio level. 

Very versatile and user friendly to all, especially if used by managers to ensure their site is running 

cost effectively and environmentally. It is not just used for the higher authority to determine 

whether a building should be built or not.  

 

 

 

 



7 Key issues determine the scoring of buildings under the BREEAM code, these are 

as follows: 

 Energy efficiency/CO2  

 Water efficiency  

 Surface water management  

 Site waste management  

 Household waste management  

 Use of materials  

 Lifetime homes (applies to Code Level 6 only) 

The Code has a scoring system of six levels. The different levels are made up by achieving 

both the appropriate mandatory minimum standards together with a proportion of the 

'flexible' standards. 

 

Standards for the BREEAM scoring system, very much like college scoring, very simple and easy to 

understand. 

UNCLASSIFIED <30 
PASS ≥30 
GOOD ≥45 
V GOOD ≥55 
EXCELLENT ≥70 
OUTSTANDING* ≥85 

 

Table 2: BREEAM 2008 environmental weightings 

Weighting (%) 
BREEAM Section 

New builds, extensions & 
major refurbishments    Building fit-out only 

(where applicable to scheme) 

Management   12       13 

Health & Wellbeing  15       17 

Energy   19       21 

Transport   8       9 

Water    6       7 

Materials   12.5       14 

Waste    7.5       8 

Land Use & Ecology  10       N/A 

Pollution   10       11 

 

 

 



BREEAM In-Use is a scheme to help building managers reduce the 

running costs and improve the environmental performance of existing 

buildings. It consists of a standard, an easy-to-use assessment methodology 

and a 3rd party certification process that provides a clear and credible 

route map to improving sustainability. BREEAM In-Use is currently 

relevant to all non-domestic: commercial, industrial, retail and institutional 

buildings. 

The biggest opportunity to address the UK's environmental impact lies in better 
management and improvement of the existing building stock. BREEAM In-Use has been 
developed to recognise and encourage better building management and targeted 
investment in existing building stock. 

The environmental performance of an organisation's built assets is a key factor in its 
sustainability credentials and carbon footprint. Operating a building also represents a major 
cost - with soaring energy prices and an uncertain economic outlook, cutting energy, water, 
waste and other such costs can be a relatively easy way of improving profitability. 

BREEAM In-Use is designed to: 

 Reduce operational costs 
 Enhance the value and marketability of property assets 
 Provide a transparent platform for landlords, owners and tenants to identify and negotiate 

building improvements. 
 Provide a route to compliance with environmental legislation and standards, including 

energy labelling and ISO 14001 
 Facilitate engagement with staff in the identification of productivity improvements and 

sustainable business practices 
 Provide a vehicle to evaluate and improve Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
 Provide genuine evidence of sustainability and CSR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BREEAM Innovation credit: application flow chart 
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Identify innovative feature 
or process not covered by 
existing BREEAM criteria. 

Does innovation comply 
with the eligibility 
criteria? 

Is there a 
BREEAM credit 
which already 
includes the issue? 

Feature or 
process is not 
relevant, so 
an innovation 
credit will not 
be awarded 

Submit a completed 
innovation credit 
application form 

Does it exceed the 
standard credit 
requirements? 

Application will be 
reviewed by a judging 
panel. 

Does it meet the 
requirements of the 
Exemplary 
Performance level? 

An exemplary 
performance 
credit can be 
awarded in 
the innovation 
section 

Does the credit 
application meet the 
requirements of the 
judging panel? 

Has additional 
evidence or 
information been 
requested? 

No Innovation 
credit will be 
available 

Innovation credit can be 
awarded 


